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British Aledical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 

Conference of Bodies Interested in the Insurance Medical 

‘ Service. 
Tue Conference (called by the Insurance Acts Committee) of 
bodies interested in the medical service of the National 
Insurance Acts took place at the Guildhall, London, cn 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. A full report of the 
roceedings will appear in our nextissue. Dr. H. B. Bracken- 
ury presided, and there was a large attendance of members 
of the Insurance Acts Committee and of representatives of 
various associations and groups of approved societies, friendly 
societies, and trade unions; insurance committees and 
their clerks were also represented, as well as the retail 
pharmacists. Dr. Brackenbury, in welcoming the repre- 
sentatives, pointed out that although in the past there had 
been many sectional conferences, this was the first occasion 
on which a plenary conference had been called, and he 
instanced some of the ways in which such co-operation 
might prove fruitful. 

The first subject on the agenda—that of title to benefit— 
elicited only a brief discussion. It was introduced by Sir 
William Glyn Jones, and certain points iu connexion with the 
medical card system and its possible improvements were 
brought out by him and by two or three members of the 
Insurance Acts Committee. The rule of the Conference was 
to take no resolutions on the separate items of the agenda, 
nor on .any other questions, unless there was virtual 
unanimity. ‘he second subject—that of the efficiency of 
the service rendercd—led to a vigorous debate, opened 
with some very moderate criticisms by Sir Thomas Neill. A 
few representatives of approved socicties who followed him 
were less restrained, and spoke in strong terms about the 
alleged inadequacy of surgery and waiting-room accommoda- 
tion, the undue limitation or inconvenience of present surgery 
hours, the tendency towards over large lists, and the engage- 
ment of assistants. It was pointed out, however, that 
many of tlhe things complained of were merely local faults, 
capable of rectification by the ordinary means already 
available. The practitioners’ point of view was. well put 
by Dr. Dain and Dr. Fry and other members of the 
fnsurance Acts Committee; there was no coxdonation 
of any breach of the terms of service, but certain facts of 
the case which would not ocenr. to those not engaged 
im Insurance practice were brought forward, and a very frank 
discussion ensued, in the.course of which the British Medical 
Association was thanked by approved society representatives 
for its courage and fairness in calling the Conference. A 
good deal was said about medical services subcommittees ; 
some (non-medical) representatives of insurance committecs 
commented upon the infrequency of complaints in their 
areas, to which certain approved society representatives 
retorted that they had lost faith in these tribunals. 

t was soon evident that the Conference was too large for 
particular ized’ discussion on the -various detailed points at 
issue, and the possibility was mooted quite early in the 


proceedings and from all sides of the Conference of setting 
up a small standing committee which would explore the 
subjects further, thrash out the suggestions made at the 
Conference, and summon and report to a later Conference. 
After the subject of certification had been discussed, on 
the introduction of Dr. H. G. Dain, the proposal took 
definite shape to set up a standing committee to take 
into consideration the various suggestions made during the 
Conference, and also matters which might from time to time 
arise, with a view to improving the service rendered to 
insured persons. ‘This was agreed to, apparently unani- 
mously, but a good many conflicting views were expressed 


_ when it came to a question of deciding on the composition of 
the committes, and a chairman less patient might easily have 


abandoned any hope of agreement. Eventually, however, there 


- were only two or three dissentients to a proposal that this 
_ standing committee should consist of six representatives of 
approved societies, six representatives of imsurance prac- 


titioners, four representatives of insurance committees (none 
of whom, it was understood, would be also representa- 
tives of approved societies), and two representatives of 
pharmacists. The pharmacists consented to this small 
representation on the understanding that their numbers 
would be increased when any question of pharmaceutical 


interest came under discussion. 


On the second day the first question taken was that of the 
supply of drugs and appliances. Mr. G,. A. Mallinson opened 
tlris' subject at some Jength on behalf of the Retail Pharma- 


_ cists’ Union, and was followed by Dr. Williams-Freeman, 


who spoke on dispensing by rural doctors, and by several 
representatives of approved societies. The accusation that 


some distinction was occasionally made between private and 


insurance patients again came forward in some of the 
speeches. ‘I'he question of excessive prescribing was touched 
upon, and a friendly society representative said that what 
was wanted was a campaign amongst insured persons ee 
excessive taking of medicine. Dr. Lewis Lilley closed the 
discussion on belialf of the doctors and Mr. Leo Joseph for 
the chemists. 


The Edinburgh Branch Clinical Meeting. 
Particulars are printed elsewhere in the SupPpLEMENT this 
week of the winter clinical meeting cf the Edinburgh Branch 
of the British Medieal Association, fo be held in the Royal 
Infirmary, Edinburgh, on Friday, February 23rd. It will be 
noticed that on this occasion a cordial invitation is extended 
to all members of the profession and to senior medical 


| students. As in previous years, a special museum will be 


open throughout the day, and special. -clinics are 
arranged. In connexion with the clinical meeting there wil 
be a dinner at 6.30 p.m. at the Caledonian Station Hotel. 


Sight Testing by Opticians. 

The Medico-Political and Parliamentary Committee of the 
British Medical Association, in considering ihe question of 
“sight testing by opticians,” had before it evidence that it is 
a not uncommon practice amongst certain. medieal prac- 
titioners to send patients requiring spectacles ‘ ty 
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jewellers, and other persons who describe themselves under 
such titles as ophthalmic specialists, ophthalmic opticians, 


opticians, optologists, and so on, and that some medical 
practitioners have been known even to instil atropine into 
the eyes of patients in order that an attempt to estimate the 
‘spectacles required may be made by persons not possessed 
of a medical qualification. 

The Committee is very much concerned at the great 
increase in the number of unqualified persons who represent 
themselves to the public as competent to test sight and to 
prescribe glasses, and it is convinced that much harm is done 
when persons who have no medical knowledge undertake 
this work. ‘I'he Committee desires to point out to the pro- 
fession how very undesirable it is that medical practitioners 
should send patients requiring spectacles to unqualified 
persons, as such a recommendation in itself implies the belief 
that defects of sight can be safely treated apart from a 
thorough medical training. The Committee considers also 
that a medical practitioner who instils atropine in order to 
enable a person withouta medical qualification to fit spectacles 
comes perilously near certain penal clauses included within 
the discipline of the General Medical Council. 

The Committee is advising the Council of the Association 
that any State recognition of sight testing by persons not 

ssessed of a medical qualification would not be in the 
interests of the community, and ought to be opposed in 
the strongest possible manner. This view is held also by 
the Departmental Committee on the causation and preven- 
tion of blindness and by the Council of British Ophthalmo- 
logists. 

Professional Unity. 

The following communication has been received from the 
honorary secretary of the Middlesbrough Panel Committee 
with a request for publication in the British Merpicau 
JOURNAL: 

‘*A meeting of the Middlesbrough Panel Committee was held on 
Thursday, January 18th, when the following resolution was 


unanimously adopted and ordered to be sent to the Insurance Acts 
Committee and the Medical Practitioners’ Union: 


** Resolution.—The Middlesbrough Panel Committee considers 
that nothing should be left undone to secure unity of action 
between the I.A.C. and the M.P.U. in view of the possible 
dispute with the Ministry later in the present year over the 
capitation fee. That the National Insurance Defence Trust and 
the Panel Practitioners’ Protection Fund should be united in 
order to get as many panel practitioners as possible to subscribe 
to a Defence Fund. This Committee feels that the argument 
as to representation, voting power, leadership, etc., is a minor 
point, and that the,energies of both bodies should be concentrated 
on obtaining one large fund under unified control. 


‘The secretary was instructed to send a strong letter of protest to 
the Insurance Acts Committee on its agreement with the Ministry 
that vaccination comes within the terms of service of insurance 
practitioners.” 

It should be added that a number of communications have 
been received from panel committees approving the opinion of 
the Insurance Acts Committee that the best and safest way 
of securing unity of the medical profession is by increasing 
the direct representation of the panel committees on the 
Insurance Acts Committee. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


; SUSSEX BRANCH: BRIGHTON DIVISION. 
A CLINICAL meeting of the Brighton Division was held at the 
Lady Chichester Hospital for early nervous diseases on 
January 18th, with Dr. WHITTINGTON, Chairman of the 
Division, in the chair. Tea was kindly provided by the 
hospital authorities, and a most enjoyable and instructive 
programme was provided. 

The following cases were demonstrated: 


Dr. EDITH MARTIN showed a patient with a phobia that she was 
becoming blind. She had consulted innumerable eye specialists, 
and was always wanting her glasses changed, though assured that 
they were correct and that —z a slight condition of myopia and 
astigmatism was present. reated by suggestion and mental 
analysis. Still under treatment, but greatly improved. Dr. 
Martin pointed out that suggestion alone was rarely enough in 
such cases; the immediate symptom may be cured, but another 
substituted, and some form of sublimation is necessary for a 
permanent cure. 

Dr. Martin also showed a case of conversion hysteria. The 
patient was admitted with loss of power in the left leg and thigh 
and fixity at the hip and knee joints. With the foot in a position 
of equino-varus she was quite unable to walk. She was at first 
treated by mental analysis to discover the cause of the disability, 


: : 
considerable emotional disturbance being found ; finally she 
placed under general anaesthesia, and allowed to come round wij 
the joints in an acutely flexed position. She made a comp] 
recovery, and had been walking well for five months sinee qr’ 
charge from hospital. Dr. Martin emphasized the point that ; 
was advisable to commence by mental analysis, as there wag It 
danger in using suggestion alone, but the two forms of treatm . 
might be usefully combined. vas 

Dr. Nora Crow showed two cases illustrating the late results 
of encephalitis lethargica. In the first case, a girl of 17, theillp 
had begun with continuous biting of the lips, followed by a ty re 
acute attack, with diplopia, lasting six weeks. The second patient 
after five nights of complete insomnia, fell asleep continually ove 
her work; this condition lasted, in a lessening degree, for oe 
months, but no one ever suggested at the time that it was due to 
illness. Both patients came under observation because of increggj 
slownes of all movements, though mentally they were quite ale 
aud showed none of the resistiveness of dementia praecox, , 
diagnosis which might otherwise have been suggested, Both 
patients were of the definite Parkinsonian type, with iner 
salivation, as were all the seven cases of this kind admitted to the 
hospital during the past two years. It was interesting to note that 
the original illness in all these cases had been in the year 1920, 

Dr. HELEN BOYLE showed a case of attempted suicide: the 
patient cut her throat, and had a very severe wound, which wag 
now almost healed; she was sent down from a London hospital 
as being uncertifiable. She had gained 2 st. in weight singe 
admission, and now showed no sign of depression nor ailment of 
any kind. The contributory causes, as usual, were multiple, chief 
amongst them being extreme physical exhaustion, with emagig. 
tion, vertical headaches, fatigue, and insomnia, illustrating the 
exhaustion psychosis of Craig. The patient had worked at ironiy 
for sixteen years without pause, and, being physically heaithy, haj 
been able to go on tillentirely played out. Her son, who lived with 
her, was going to be married, and she felt if she could not work 
that she would be an incubus on him. (Probably an instance o; 
rationalization.) One sleepless night she got up and cut her 
throat. Dr. Boyle drew attention to the four important symptoms 
—low blood pressure, insomnia, vertical headaches, and loss of 
weight. In sixteen cases of attempted suicide all the blood 
pressures were low—some only 9l—with one exception, and that 
was a doubtful attempt. Other cases were alluded to; one where 
the abolition of a facial tic by a general practitioner by hypnotism 
without any previous analysis was followed by a general nervous 
state and an attempt by the patient to throw herself out of 
window. After this the tic returned with accompanying good 
health, illustrating the danger of hypnotism without some 
analysis. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: MARYLEBONE I"tvVIsIon. 
A GENERAL meeting of the Marylebone Division was held at 
11, Chandos Street, W., on January 24th. 

A long and animated discussion on the hospitals policy of the 
British Medical Association took place following a motion pro- 
posed by Dr. C. O. Hawthorne to amend a clause relating to staff 
fund payments from patients unable to pay more than the cost 
of accommodation and maintenance. Messrs. MCADAM ECCLEs, 
T. B. Layron, Carson, BIsHOP HARMAN, POYNTON, ROXBURGH, 
SouTTaR, and SPURGIN took part in the discussion. After Dr. 
HAWTHORNE had replied his motion was put to the meeting and 
was lost by one vote. A motion by Mr. HARMAN that the meeting 
support the policy of the Association was then put and carried. 

The hour being late the discussion on notification of venereal 
diseases was postponed to a later meeting. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WESTMINSTER AND 
HOLBORN DIVISION. 

A MEETING of the Westminster and Holborn Division was held at 
the Criterion Restaurant on December 14th, 1922, when Dr. Harvey 
HILLIARD, C.B.E., presided. Members and their guests dined 
together, and after dinner Dr. COLLINGWOOD, O.B.E., Professor of 
Physiology, St. Mary’s Hospital, gave an address on ‘‘ The newer 

hysiology in general practice.”” In the course of a most interest 
ing lecture Dr. Collingwood drew attention to the following points: 
(1) Recent work on glomerular excretion of the kidney indicates 
that this excretion isa filtration, hence the excretion of water is 
produced without any work being thrown on the kidney. ‘This 
substantiates the theory that water is the best diuretic. (2) The 
difficulty in the preparation of insulin due to pancreatic ferments 
is also found in the case of the preparation of thrombokinase from 
the sameorgan. (3) Polyglandular therapy is open to the objection 
that if the individual constituents are in sufficient doses to prodoce 

hysiological effects, those constituents which are not deficient 
in the patient will bring about injurious results, just as hyper 
thyroidism produces such effects. (4) The personal equation 
renders conclusions from clinical experience as to the efficacy of 
new remedies very dubious. In this respect animal experiments 
are far more convincing. (5) There isa great need for the analyticil 
investigation of proprietary preparations which purport to contai 
active physiological principles, the preparations of different makers 
of the same substance containing widely different quantities of the 
substance. He had, for instance, examined several different makes 
of so-called pituitary extract, and had found in at least one sample 
none of the substance whatever. , 

In conclusion the lecturer emphasized the need for standardizt 
tion of organic preparations, pointing out that many endocrine 
glands underwent chemical changes and deterioration as soou % 
they were removed from the animals, with the result that often the 
hormone they contained became inert. He therefore most strongly 
advocated the establishment of laboratories at public slaughter 
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in lization of the material, th ain 
he immediate utilization of the material, thus avoiding 
of endocrine substances. He emphasized also the 


d for humane methods of slaughtering. 
The lecture was followed by a discussion, and in reply Dr. 
Collingwood further enlightened the audience by answering many 
questions that had been put to him. 


Association Notices. 


Feb. 10, Sat. Nominations, . not less than 3 members, for 


election of 7 Members of Council by grouped 
Overseas Branches, must be received at Head 
Oftice by this date. 


Feb. 14, Wed. Council Meeting, 429, Strand, at 10 a.m. 


Mar. 15, Thurs. Branch Reports for 1922 due at Head Office on or 
before this date. 


April 18, Wed. Council Meeting. 429, Strand, at 10 a.m. 
April 28, Sat. Annual Report of Council appearsin SUPPLEMENT. 


April 30, Mou. Last day for receipt at Head Office of Nominations, 

by a Division or not less than 3 Members, fur 

election of 24 Members of Council by grouped 
Home Branches. 

Independent Motions for Annual Representative 
Meeting Agenda to be received at Head Office 
by this date. 

Publication in SUPPLEMENT of list of nomina- 
tions for election of 24 Members of Council by 
grouped Home Branches. 

Voting papers for election of 24 Members of 
Council by grouped Home Branches posted 
from Head Office to members of groups (where 
there are contests). 

Last day for receipt at Head Office of voting 
v»apers for election of 24 Members of Council 

y grouped Home Branches (where contests). 

Publication in SuPPLEMENT of Provisional Agenda 
of Annual Representative Meeting, containing, 
inter alia, independent Motions for Aunual 
Representative Meeting. Agenda received at 
Head Office. 


May 12, Sat. 
May 12, Sat. 
May 12, Sat. 
May 19, Sat. 


May 19, Sat. 


May 21,Mon. Representatives and Deputy Representatives to 
be elected by this date. 

June 2, Sat. Publication in SUPPLEMENT of results of Council 
elections by grouped Branches. 

June 2, Sat. Nomination papers available at Head Office for 


election of 12 Members of Council by grouped 
Home Representatives. 
Names of Representatives and Deputy Repre- 
ro oho to be received at Head Office by 
date. 


June 8, Fri. 


June 13, Wed. Council Meeting, 429, Strand, ]0a.m. 

June 23, Sat. Supplementary Report of Council appears: in 
SUPPLEMENT. 

July 6, Fri. Amendments and Riders for Annual Repre- 


sentative Meeting Agenda to be received at 
Head Office by this date. 


Annual Representative Meeting, Portsmouth, 
10 a.m. 


Nominations for election of 12 Members of Council 
by pa Representatives to be received 
(at A.R.M., Portsmouth) by this date. 


Annual Representative Meeting, Portsmouth. 
Council Meeting, Port:mouth. 

Annual Representative Meeting, Portsmouth. 
Election Returns Committee, Portsmouth. 


Annual Representative Meeting. Annual Genera! 
Meeting, Portsmouth, President’s Address. 


E!ection Returns Committee, Portsmouth. 


Council Meeting, Portsmouth. Conference of 
Honorary Secretaries, Portsmouth. 


July 25, Wed. Meetings of Sections, etc., Portsmouth. 
July 26, Thurs. Meetings of Sections, etc., Portsmouth. 
July 27, Fri. Meetings of Sections, etc., Portsmouth. 
: ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


July 20, I’ri. 
July 20, Fri. 


July 21, Sat. 

July 23, Mon, 
July 23, Mon. 
July 23, Mon. 
July 24, Tues. 


July 24, Tues. 
July 25, Wed. 


CHANGE OF AREAS. 
Barnsley, and Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford 
Divisions. 
THE following change has been made by the Council, and 
takes effect as from the date of publication of this Notice: 


That the Civil Parishes of Hemsworth, South Elmsall, 
and South Kirby, all in the Hemsworth Rural District, 
be transferred from the Barnsley Division to the Wake- 
field, Pontefract, and Castleford Division. 


BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH: BRIsToL DivIsIon.—Meetings of 
the Bristol Division will be held on Friday, February 2nd, at 8 p.m., 
at Weston-super-Mare Hospital,and at 3 p.m. on Saturday, february 
3rd, at the Royal Hotel, Bristol, when Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy 
Medical Secretary, will deliver an address on impending changes 
in National Health Insurance. 

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH: COVENTRY Division.—A meeting of the 
Coventry Division will be held on ‘Tuesday, February 6th, at the 
Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital at 8.30 p.m. Agenda: 
Annual report and balance sheet; Mr. Beckwith Whitehouse will 
read a paper entitled ‘‘ Folklore of menstruation.”’ 

Fast YORK AND NortH LINCOLN BRANCH: East YORK 
DIvIsion.—A meeting of the East York Division will be held at 
Hull on Friday, February 9th, when Professor W. E. Dixon, 
O.B.E., M.D., F.R.S., will deliver a British Medical Association 
lecture cn the drug habit. 

EDINBURGH BrANcHo —The winter clinical meeting of the Edin- 

burgh Branch will be held in the Royal lufirmary, Kdinburgh, on 
Friday, February 23rd. All members of the profession and senior 
medical students are cordially invited. The Museum will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Arrangements will be made for holding 
Special Clinics during the day. The Clinical M«eting will be held 
at 3.30 p.m. Those who have patients, specimens, etc., to show 
are requested to communicate with Mr. I’. E. Jardine, F.R.C.S.E., 
83, Great King Street, not luter than February 15th. Dinner will be 
served at 6.30 p.m. in the Caledonian Station Hotel; morning 
dress; price of dinner ticket, 10s. 6d. Members of the Branch are 
requeste.l to inform the Hon. Secretaries (Dr. Johu Stevens and 
Dr. Francis E. Jardine) not later than February 19th if they intend 
to be present. 
_ Essex BranxcH: SourH Essex Diviston.—A meeting of the 
South Essex Division will be held at the Victoria Hospital, 
Southend-on-Sea, on Friday, February 9th, at 8.15 p.m., when 
Dr. J. Dodson Hessey will give an address on the therapeutic 
effect of colour On the treatment of disease. 

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: EAST HERTS DIVISION.— 
A meeting of the East Herts Division will be held at the 
North Herts and South Beds Hospital, Hitchin, on Wednesday, 
February 14th, when Mr. W. H. Clayton-Greene, C.B.E., surgeon 
to St. Mary’s Hospital, will read a paper on empyema—causes, 
treatment, and result. 

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: KENSINGTON DIVISION.—A 
general meeting of the Kensington Division will be held at the 
Kensington Palace Mansions Hotel, De Vere Gardens (opposite 


‘De Vere Hotel), W.8, on Thursday, February 8th, at 8.45 p.m., to 


consider the questions for Divisions: (1) With regard to the notifi- 
cation of venereal diseases; (2} the hospital policy of the Associa- 
tion, with special reference to a medical staff fund. Members are 
requested to bring to the i the SUPPLEMENT to the BRITISH 
MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 18th, 1922. 

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: MARYLEBONE DIVISION.— 
The next meeting of the Marylebone Division will be held on 
Friday, March 2nd, when the Very Rev. Dean Inge will give an 
address on a subject relating to religion and medical sociology. 


’ Medical visitors will be welcomed. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WESTMINSTER AND HOLBORN 
Division.—A meeting of the Westminster and Holborn Division 
will be held at the Criterion Restaurant on Thursdiy, February 
8th, at 8.3) p.m., when Sir John Thomson- Walker wiil read a paper 
on obscure symptoms caused by pyelitis. he meeting will be 
preceded, at 7.30 p.m., by a dinner, price 7s. 6d. All members 
of the profession are invited, wheiher members of the Association 
or not; those intending to be present at the dinner are asked 
to notify the hon. secretary, Dr. Harold Huskinson, 6, Westminster 
Palace Gardens, 8.W.1. Telephone Victoria 5914. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WILLESDEN DIVISION.— 
A meeting of the Willesden Division will be held at the Edinburgh 
House Club, 17, Shoot-up Hill, Cricklewood, N.W., on Wednesday, 
February 2lst, at 9 p.m., when Dr. A. E. Gow will give a lecture 
on intravenous protein therapy. Members may dine at 7.30 p.m. 
at the Club (3s. 6d. each) on notifying the Stewardess before 11 a.m. 
Telephone Hampstead 357. 

NortH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: BISHOP AUCKLAND DIVISION.— 
A meeting of the ae Auckland Division will be held at the 
Wear Valley Ho‘el, Bishop Auckland, on Friday, February 9th, 
at 3.20 p.m., when Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy Medical Secretary, 
will give an address on the present situation regarding the National 
Health Insurance system and future remuneration prospects. 
Non-members are cordially invited. 

North OF ENGLAND BRANCH : DARLINGTON DIvVISION.—A jo nt 
meeting of the Darlington Division and the North of England 
Branch of the Veterinary Association will be held at Greenbank 
Hospital on Friday, February 9th, at 4 p.m., when a discussion 
will be held on tuberculosis in milk. Professor Gofton, the chief 
veterinary officer for Edinburgh, will present the veterinary v.ew 
of the subject, and the medical side will be presented by one o! the 
local tuberculosis officers. 


NoRTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH : GATESHEAD DivVISION.—-A meeting 
of the Gateshead Division will be held on Thursday, February 8th, 
at 8.30 p.m., when Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy Medical Secretary, 
will give an address on the position of the National Health 
Insurance system at the end of 1923. 


NortTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: STOCKTON Diviston.—A meeting 
of the Stockton Division, to which members of the ueighbouring 
Divisions of Cleveland, Darlington, and Hartlepool are invited, 
will be held on Friday, February 9th, at 8.30 p.m., when Dr. G. GC, 
Anderson, Deputy Medical Secretary, will deliver an address- 
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SuRREY BRANCH: KINGSTON-ON-THAMES DIVISION.—A general 
meeting of the Kingstonon-Thames Division will be held on 
Tuesday, February 6th, at 8.45 p.m., at Surbiton Hospital. Sir 
William Willcox, K.C.I.E., M.D., will give an address on ‘‘ Food 

oisoning and its relation to intestinal dyspepsia.’ It is hoped 

hat as many members as possible will attend. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: BRADFORD DIvIsIon.—A meeting of the 
Bradford Division will be held at the Great Northern Victoria 
Hotel, on Wednesday, February 7th, at 8.30 p.m. The attendance 
of members is specially requested, as the matters for discussion 
are of great importance, both to the Division and to the Yorkshire 
Branch, in view of the Annual Meeting to be held in Bradford in 
1924. Agenda: Nomination of President of the Association for 
1924; Preliminary Arrangements for Annual Meeting, 1924; 
Consideration of General and other Committees for Annual 
Meeting.—As Dr. Pasteur Vallery-Radot, a grandson of Louis 
Pasteur, is delivering a lecture to the Alliance Francaise at 
the Girls’ Grammar School, Manningham Lane, Bradford, on 
February 8th, at 8 p.m., entitled ‘‘ Pasteur as I knew him,’’ the 
Executive Committee of the Division will entertain him at lunch 
at the Midland Hotel at 1.30 p.m. on that day. It is hoped that 
there will be a large attendance. Members intending to be present 
at the lunch (tickets, 6s. each) are requested to notify the Secretary 
without delay. 


Insurance. 


INSURANCE ACTS COMMITTEE, 


A MEETING of the Insurance Acts Committee was held on 
Thursday, January 18th, at the offices of the British Medical 
Association, when there were present: 

Dr. H. B. Brackenbury ‘in the chair), Dr. R. A. Bolam (Chairman of 
Council), Dr. R. Wallace Henry (Chairman of Representative Meetings), 
Dr. T. Rid!ey Bailey, Dr. H.S. Beadles, Dr. A. E. Core, Dr. R. W. Craiv, 
Dr. H. G. Dain, Dr. M. Dewar, Dr. A. Forbes, Dr. P. V. Fry, Dr. D. G. 
Greenfield, Dr. E. A. Gregg, Dr. W. J. Howarth, Dr. E. K. Le Fleming, 
Mr. E. Lewis Lilley, Dr. I’. Wood Locket, Dr. Rk. G. McGowan, Dr. H. F. 
Oldham, Dr. C. H. Panting, Dr. F. Radcliffe, Dr. Mabel Ramsay, Dr. A. 
Smith, Mr. H. S. Souttar, Dr. D. Lyon Stevenson, Dr. W. E. Thomas, and 
Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman. 

Subcommittees. 
_ At the time of publication of the last report of the Committee 
ye es did not permit of the inclusion of the names of the members 
of the three subcommittees, which are given below: 


General Purposes Subcommittee.—Dr. H. B. Brackenbury, Dr. T. Ridley 
Bailey, Dr. H. 8. Beadles, Dr. H. J. Cardale, Dr. H. G. Dain, Dr. A. 
Forbes, Dr. P. V. Fry, Dr. G. B. Hillman, Mr. E. Lewis Lilley, Dr. T. 
Wood Locket, Dr. R. G. McGowan, Dr. C. H. Panting, Dr. W. E. Thomas, 
Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman. 

Rural Practitioners’ Subcommittee.—Dr. H. B. Brackenbury, Dr. D. G. 
Greenfield, Dr. T. Wood Locket, Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman, Dr. EF. K. 
Le Fleming, Dr. T. Cuming Askin, Dr. W. Baigent, Dr. J. C. $. Burkitt, 
Dr. G. Ainslie Johnston, Dr. H. C. Jonas, Dr. Hugh Jones. 

Scottish Subcommittee.—Dr. R. W. Craig, Dr. M. Dewar, Dr. D. Lyon 
Stevenson, Dr. C. E. Douglas, Dr. J. W. Little, Dr. W. R. Martine, Dr. 
J.8. Muir, Dr. J. Andrew, Dr. W. Lawson, Dr. G. W. Miller, Dr. James 
Todd, Dr. D. E. Dickson, Dr. J. 8S. Edwards, Dr. J. G. McCutcheon, Dr. 
W. B. MacTier, Dr. Hugh Miller. 


Constitution of Committee. 

The proposal of the Committee, arising out of the consideration 
of the question of co-operation with the Medical Practitioners’ 
Union, that the basis of representation by direct representatives 
should be broadened by increasing the number of such members, 
was approved by the Council of the Association on December 13th, 
1922. In order to give effect thereto the Committee is now asking 
the Council to recommend to the Annual Representative Meeting 
at Portsmouth in. July next to increase the present 19 Direct 
Representatives upon the Committee to 23. The Committee will 
then consist of a total of 37 members: 


Twenty-four will be directly appointed by insurance practitioners (23 by 
the members of Local Medical and Panel Committees and one—the Chair- 
man of the Pavel Conference—by the representatives present at euch Con- 
ference). Of the remaining 13, 4 are the Officers of the Association, 5 are 
appointed by the Representative Body of the Association, and one each by 
the Medical Women’s Federation, the Association of Medical Officers of 
Health, the Poor Law Medical Officers’ Association, and one (a member of 
the staff of a volun‘ary hospital) by the Hospitals Committee of the 


Association. 
Benefit Funds of Approved Societies. 

A number of Pane! Committees have forwarded copies of a reso- 
lution passed on the above subject at the instance of the Warwick- 
shire Panel Committee, which has been duly noted by the 
Committee. One Panel Committee, asking for advice as to the 
advisability of acceding to the request of the Warwickshire Panel 
Committee to forward a Copy. of the resolution to the Prime 
Minister and the Ministry of Health, was informed that the Com- 
mittee deprecated the sending of resolutions by Panel Committees 
to Government departments and to individual members of the 
Government on matters of general interest, inasmuch as such 
individual action was calculated to do harm unless authorized by 
the Committee or Confere:ce. Action which is of general interest 
is much more effective when co-ordinated, that being one of the 
chief functions of the Committee and Conference. 


Drugs Administered by a Practitioner. 

An illustration of the inadvisability of Panel Committees taking 
isolated action without consulting the Insurance Acts Committee 
occurred in connexion with the above question. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the Panel Conference in October last expressed the 


opinion that the uniform fee of 1s. 3d. per hundred persons on ¢ 
practitioners’ lists for drugs necessarily or ordinarily adminigte te 
by the insurance practitioner was insufficient, a Panel Committe. 
recently agreed to 1s. per hundred, and, oh being asked wh 
replied that the 1s. had been accepted, as the majority of re 
Committee considered that it covered the average expense = 
supplying and administering the drugs in question. The Cent 
mittee resolved to point out to the Panel Committee that in such 
matters no one Panel Committee can act individually Without the 
risk of injustice to the others. 

Upon the suggestion of a Panel Committee the Committee yi 
discuss with the Ministry at the next available opportunity the 
question of insurance practitioners being allowed (in those Areas 
which so desire) to use the ordinary prescription form for Vac. 
cines and serums, if it is possible for means to be devised where}, 
chemists receiving such prescription forms will understand that 
they should forward these direct to the Insurance Committe 
instead of to the Pricing Bureau. 

Under present arrangements practitioners are required t 
render to Insurance Committees small accounts with invoices ang 
receipted bills. 

Vaccination. 

The Committee considered several communications from pragti. 
tioners and Panel Committees protesting against the inclusion of 
vaccination and other forms of preventive treatment in the pragtj. 
tioners’ agreements, and decided that nothing can alter the fac 
thatat present vaccination falls within the scope of a practitioner's 
agreement. The Committee has, however, noted that the whol 
question of preventive vaccination will receive consideration whey 
the new bargain is considered. 


Certification: Use of Term ‘ Debility.” 

A practitioner, inquiring as to the views of the Committee ip 
connexion with the statement of ‘‘ Debility’’ upon an insurangg 
certificate, has been advised that the statement ‘* general debility,” 
in cases where the practitioner is unable to give a more definit 
diagnosis, would remove any difficulty in this connexion, and if in 
any future case he states such a cause of sickness and adheres tg 
it he can count upon the Committee supporting his action. 


Right of a Panel Committee to Correspond direct with 

Ministry of Health. 

A Panel Committee (which had been informed by the local 
Insurance Committee that either a Panel Committee or an indi. 
vidual doctor desiring to raise any matter or question relating to 
the administration of medical benefit should do so through the 
Insurance Committee and not with the Ministry direct) has been 
advised that Panel Committees are independent bodies with 4 
statutory position, possessing a right to correspond with whom 
they —— and that this right should not be waived in any 
respect. 


Regional Medical Officers as Inspectors under Dangerous Drugs 
Regulations. 

The Committee has protested to the Ministry of Health against 
its regional medical officers being used by the Home Office in the 
capacity of supervisors of practitioners in the observance of the 
Dangerous Drugs Regulations, as tending to emphasize unciuly the 
inspectorial side of the work of these officers, to the disadvantage 
of their work as advisers of insurance practitioners, 


Tribunal for Hearing Complaints against Practitioners for 
Neglect to Keep Proper Records. _ wh 
Arising out of the fining of an insurance practitioner by the 
Ministry, the Lancashire Panel Committee and Insurance Com- 
mittee passed a resolution that they were strongly of opinion. that 
it would be in the best interests of all parties if all cases of com- 
rm against insurance practitioners were first submitted to the 
Medical Service Subcommittee, and this was approved by the 
National Association of Insurance Committees. ‘'he Insurance 
Acts Committee is of opinion, however, that while all ordinary 
cises may ap oy! be dealt with by the Medical Service Sub- 
committee in the first instance, complaints as to the keeping of no 
records or inadequate records are not proper subjects to be dealt 
with by an Insurance Committee or Medical Service Sub- 
committee. The Committee is of opinion,and has so informed 
the Ministry, that before the Minister arrives at any decision as 
the result of a report by the regional medical officer, the practi- 
tioner should have an opportunity of being heard before some 
appropriate tribunal and havethe assistance of his Panel Committee 
in the presentation of his case. 


Withholding of Exchequer Grant. 

The Committee had before it an application for its advice and 

assistance from a Panel Committee in connexion with three cases 

of complaints against insurance practitioners which had been 

before the Medical Service Subcommitt2e and Insurance Com- 
mittee, of which the following is a brief summary : 


In the first case the insured person (a woman) was on Dr. X's 
list from 1915 to 1920, when she removed from area A and was 
ee upon the list of a doctor in her new area B. In July, 

921, she married and returned to area A, but took no steps to 
be placed upon any area A doctor’s list. In December, 1921, 
she consulted Dr. X, who advised an operation, which was per- 
formed on December 27th, 1921, Dr. Y acting as anaesthetist 
At intervals Dr. X sent in his account for 3 guineas, which in 
cluded the anaesthetist’s fee. In June or July, 1922, the patien' 
saw the doctor and told him she thought she was entitled t¢ 
the treatment under the Act, and the matter came before the 
Medical Service Subcommittee. Dr. X, while admitting that 
he remembered the woman as having been earlier on lis lists 
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did not think that a married woman was entitled to medical 
benefit so Jong after marriage. The Medical Service Sub- 
committee, in reporting as to the relevant facts, stated that 
it was clear from the evidence that the insured person did not 
produce her medical card, nor did she tell Dr. X that she was 
au insured person. It is understood, however, that Dr. X in 
his evidence stated that the insured said to him at the time, 
«fam Low married and no longer insured,” or words to that 
effect, which statement it is understood the insured disputes. 
The Medical Service Subcommittee accepted Dr. X’s state- 
ment that the account had been rendered in good faith, came 
to the conclusion that the grounds for the complaint had 
mainly arisen owing to the position being misunderstood b 
both parties, and recommended that, in consideration of Dr. 
withdrawing his account, the insured _— name be placed 
on his list as from December, 1921, and he be allowed to claim 
the fee paid by him to the anaesthetist. The views of the 
Subcommittee were adopted by the Insurance Committee, but 
the Ministry subsequently expressed the opinion thet the case 
appeared to be one in which a part of the parliamentary grant 
ought to be withheld, and decided to hold an inquiry at which 
any oral representations the practitioner may desire to make 
will be heard. 

The sce:nd case concerned the granting of a certificate by 
Dr. X’s dzputy (Dr. Y). An approved society alleged that 
Drs. X snd Y (or one of them) committed a breach of the 
Certification Rule providing that a doctor is required to issue 
a me‘ical certificate within twenty-four hours of the date of 
examination. The insured person concerned was on the list 
of Dr. X, who on August 10th, 1922, notified the Insurance 
Committee that he was going away on holiday and that Dr. Y 
would attend to his practice during his absence. On or about 
August 18th the insured person sent a messenger to the surgery 
of Dr. X, and was informed that he (Dr. X) was away but that 
Dr. Y would call and see him. The insured was seen by Dr. Y 
on August 18th, no certificate being given. Dr. Y visited the 
patient again on August 19th, 21st, and 23rd, on none of which 
occasions was he asked for a first certificate. On August 25th 
the patient attended at the surgery and requested Dr. Y to give 
him a ‘‘certificate to put him on the club from August 18th,” 
and ‘‘an intermediate certificate for the 25th,” and Dr. Y 
accordingly gave the patient an initial certificate (ou which the 
date of examination is shown as August 18th), and also an 
intermediate certificate on the same day. The patient again 
attended at the surgery on September Ist, and was seen b 
Dr. Y, who then gave him a final certificate. Dr. Y admitte 
that he did inadvertently issue the certificate in question 
(having for the time being overlooked the regulation which 
precluded him from doing s9), and that thereby he committed 
a technical breach of his agreement and of the Medical 
Certification Rules. The Medical Service Subcommittee 
accepted his explanation, expressed its regret at the delay 
caused by him in replying to communications from the Clerk 
to the Committee, and recommended that a copy of its report 
be sent to Drs. X and Y, and that no further action be taken. 
Here again the views of the Medical Service Subcommittee 
were adopted by the Insurance Committee, but the Ministry 
took exactly the same course as in the first case. 

The third case was a complaint by an insured person suffering 
from chronic psoriasis, for which she had been treated by a 
Dr. Z for a period of over twelve months, during which period 
Dr. Z had prescribed the usual recognized remedies, both 
internal and external, from which she had derived marked but 
not permanent benefit. In October, 1922, upon the insured 
consulting Dr. Z and being examined by him she was informed 
that, as the u=val remedies had not cured her, he would like to 
begin a new course of treatment (gland extracts), but as the 
course would be rather long and expensive it would be neces- 
sary to consult the Insurance Committee about it. There is 
of course no restriction whatever upon an insurance practi- 
tioner as to what drugs or medicines he shall order in particular 
cases, and it is for the doctor and for him alone to determine. 
The Medical Service Subcommittee came to the opinion that 
Dr. Z was guilty of an error of judgement in giving the insured 
person to understand that there was another course of treat- 
ment which he would like to give, but that he was precluded 
from doing so owing to the cost, that the doctor had committed 
a breach of his agreement, and recommended that a copy of its 
report be sent to the doctor and the insured allowed to transfer 
to the list of another doctor. The Insurance Committee 
adopted the recommendation of the Subcommittee, but the 
Ministry took the same course as in the previous cases. 


On previous occasions the Insurance Acts Committee has pro- 
tested to the Minister of Health against the fining of insurance 
practitioners by means of withholding a portion of the Exchequer 
grant when the Insurance Committee concerned had not recom- 
mended any such action being taken. The last occasion upon which 
this matter was discussed with the Ministry was February 2nd, 
1922 (see report of deputation in the SUPPLEMENT of February llth, 
1922). ‘he Minister then maintained that his constitutional right 
in this connexion was unassailable, and that he was bound in his 
public capacity to withhold the grant if the conditiors upon which 
it was made are not fulfilled, irrespective of any decision arrived 
at by Insurance Committees as a result of the investigation of its 
Medical Service Subcommittee. The Minister stated, however, 
that no steps were taken to enforce the withholding of the grant 
until the period within which the finding of the facts might be so 
challenged had expired. 

The opinion of the Committee upon these three cases can best be 
indicated by quoting the following communication, which was 


forwarded to the Ministry in connexion therewith. $ 


429, Strand, W.C.2. 

S1r,—I am instructed by the Insurance Acts Committee to 
draw the attention of the Ministry to complaints against 
insurance practitioners which, it is understood, have recently 
been before the A. Insurance Committee and its Medical 
Service Subcommittee. The Committee is informed that the 
Ministry has stated that these appear to the Ministry to be 
cases in which part of-the Parliamentary Grant payable in 
respect of medical benefit for the year 1923 ought to be with- 
held, and that representatives of the Ministry are visiting 

on or the purpose of hearing any oral repre- 
sentations which the practitioners concerned desire to make. 

The three cases in question referred to are : (a) the complaint 
against Dr. X in respect of a charge made to Mrs. F for an 
operation ; (b) the complaint against Dr. X and his deputy, 

r. Y, with respect to the dating of a certificate given toan 
insured person named B ; and (c) the complaint against Dr. Z. 

Full details of these three cases were before the Insurance 
Acts Committee at its meeting on Thursday last—namely, the 
reports of the Medical Service Subcommittee and the opinion 
of the Insurance Committee in respect of each case, and I was 
instructed to inform the Ministry that the Committee is at a 
complete loss to understand why the Ministry should consider 
any of them worthy of central action. They seem to the Com- 
mittee (in the absence of further information which the 
Ministry may have, but which is not available either to the 
doctors concerned or to the Insurance or Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee) to be typical of that class as to which the Committee 
has already made representations to the Ministry in which 

_action taken by the Ministry in over-riding decisions of Insur- 
ance Committees has given, and will continue to give, rise to 
great irritation and a sense of injustice among insurance prac- 
titioners. The wrong, if any, by the insurance practitioners 
concerned, would appear to have been of a venial character, 
in no way necessitativg the drastic action which the Ministry 
has apparently decided to take—that is, to withhold a part of 
the Exchequer Grant. 

Unless there are circumstances unknown to the Committee 
and to the parties concerned, which seem to call for an exhibi- 
tion of the Ministry’s punitive powers, the Insurance Acts 
Committee would suggest, with a full sense of responsibility, 
that the action of the Ministry, when known generally among 
insurance practitioners, is likely to have a very prejudicial 
effect on the efficiency of the service. The best type of prac- 
titioners will not continue in a service in which they feel that 
for venial offences, or mere oversight, they run the risk of 
being held up as offenders and possibly fined. 

In respect of the case concerning Dr. Z the Insurance Acts 
Committee is of opinion that irregularities took place in con- 
nexion with the hearing of the case by the Medical Service 
Subcommittee in that no notice of the hearing of this case was 
forwarded beforehand to the Panel Committee or to the 
members of the Medical Service Subcommittee. It also 
appears that, arising outof this case, the clerk to the Insurance 
Committee has expressed the opinion that, under Rule 5 (1) (b) 


of the Model Rules of Procedure, there was no need for the | 


Medical Service Subcommittee to hear the case at all as there 
was no dispute as to the facts. I should be glad to knov 
whether such opinion is correct. ; 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED Cox, 
The Secretary, Medical Secretary. 
Ministry of Health. , 


Labour Party Advisory Committee, | 

The Committee, after consideration of the following communica- 
tion from the Labour Party Advisory Committee, being of opinion 
that it should not lose any opportunity of — its views before 
the Labour party or any other political party, appointed the 
Chairman, Dr. H. G. Dain, and Dr. H. J. Cardale to place the 
views of the Committee before the Advisory Committee: 

“The Advisory Committee on Public Health of the Labour party has 
been requested to furnish the Parliamentary Labour party with its views 
on matters of medical interest which may be discussed on the Estimates, 
The Committee proposes to report, inter alia, on the position which has 
arisen between the approved societies and the representatives of insur- 
ance practitioners as to the remuneration of the latter after the end of 
1923. To enable it to present an adequate report the Advisory Com- 
mittee would like to hear the views of both parties concerned, and is 
accordingly inviting the National Conference of Approved Societies, the 
National Conference of Friendly £ocieties, and the National Conference 
of Industrial Approved Societies, each to send one representative, and the 
Insurance Acts Committee of the British Medical Association to send 
three representatives to meet it on February 2Cth, at 4.30 p.m., at the 
Hou:e of Commons. I shall be glad to know if your Committee will send 
representatives and, if so, to be informed of their name; as soon as may 
be convenient.” 

Organization of Insurance Practitioners. 

The revised Memorandum (M. 10) on the organization of insur- 
ance practitioners in the event of a refusal of the terms offered by 
the Government for National Health Insurance work, was approved 
by the Committee and will shortly be circulated to insurance 


practitioners. 


Conference of Representatives of Bodies Interested in the National 
Health Insurance Acts. 

The Committee had before it wp 8 which showed ever 
prospect of a successful Conference being held on January 30t 
and 3lst in the Council Chamber of the Guildhall, London, of 
representatives of approved societies, Insurance Committees, and 
the Committee, with Dr. H. B. Brackenbury in the chair. 
report of the proceedings of the Conference will be published in 


the SuPPLEMENT of February 10th. 
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LONDON INSURANCE COMMITTEE. 
Employment of Assistants. — At the meeting of the London 
Insurance Committee on Jauuary 25th it was avnounced that the 


Ministry of Health bad refused to allow a practitioner to employ a . 
second permanent assistant. The Panel Committee had supporied | 
the practitioner’s application, but the Insurance Committee had | 
decided that it should not be acc2ded to, and against this decision | 


the practitioner had appealed. The practitioner had previously 
been given perm ssion to employ one assistant, but the number of 
insured persons on his list still exceeded the maximum allowable 
under the regulations. The Ministry in its report on the.case 
stated that circumstances might arise in which, owing to the 
shortage of doctors in a pariicular area, the employment of a 
second assistant was the only practicable way of providing for the 
insured person, but in the very few instances in which this had 
been allowed sanction had b2en given in the interests of the 
insured persons, and in no case as @ concession to the individual 
practitioner. The Ministry was not satisfied that any such special 
conditions existed in this case, and the fact that a large number of 
insured persons set such value upon the practitioner’s services 
that they were prepared to take their chance of attendance by him 
or by a deputy did not establish a case for exceptional treatment. 

Range of Medical Service.—The Committee rescinded & former 
resolution on the subject, and now agreed with the Local Medical 
Committee that the injection of tubercle vaccine in graduated 
doses was @ service which could not, consistently with the best 
interests of the patient, be properly undertaken by a general 
practitioner of ordinary professional competence and skill. A 
‘simi'ar decision was arrived at with regard to the intravenous 
injection of novarsenobillon, and also deep z-ray treatment for 
-menorrhagia of the menopau.-e. 

Excessive Prescribing. —Au animated discussion took place on 
certain cases of allegel excessive prescribing, in all of which the 
subcommittee, having found the facts proved,. recommended 
penalties ranging up to £8. Dr. PRING and other members took 
exception to the ground o2 which, in all but one of the cases, 
excess in prescribing had- been determined — namely, that the 
average cost per prescription or per persou in the case of the 
‘practitioner concerned was much above the average for the whole 


.area. ‘lhey urged that such a principle would tend in practice. to 


the exercise of undue economy in respect of drugs supplied to 
insured patients, and would differentiate between private and 
insurance practice. Dr. CARDALE, as chairman of the Panel Com- 
mittee which had expressed the opinion that there had been 
excessive prescribing in each case, defended the practice of his 
Committee, and said that no practitioner was penalized until after 


' his attention had been drawn on several occasicns to similar 


extravagances on his fart. Some of the representatives of 
approved societies commented strongly on the inadequacy of the 
facts and figures presented to the main Committee, and the fallacy 
of making the area average the criterion by which the practitioner 
was judged. After a debate, which at times became heated, all the 
cases were referred back to the Medical Benefit Subcommittee in 
perae that they might be brought forward again with further 

etails. 

Complaint Heard after Expiry of Time Limit.—Dr. CARDALE 
raised the question of a complaint against a practitioner which 
had been investigated by the Medical Services Subcommittee, 
although the complaint was not received within a period of six 
weeks from the date of the incident, as prescribed by the Medical 
Benefit Regulations. The Chairman of the Subcommittee, how- 
ever, stated that the Subcommittee was empowered to use its 
discretion in the admission of late complaints, and in this case 
there was reasonable ground for delay. he complaint was that 
the practitioner had charged fees for treatment rendered, and the 
reason for the delay in seuding in the complaint was that the 
practitioner had allowed more than six weeks to elapse before 
sending in his account to the insured person. 


LONDON PANEL COMMITTEE. 

At the meeting of the London Panel Committee on January 23rd, 
Dr. H. J. CARDALE presiding, the authorities of Guy’s Hospital 
were thanked very heartily for arranging post-graduate courses for 
insurance practitioners, and were asked to arrange further courses 
during this year. 

. Lransfer of Practices.—The Ccmmittee agreed that a request 
should be made to the London Insuranc2 Committee to accept 
the amendments to the Allocation and Distribution Schemes in 
connexion with the new arrangement for the transfer of practices 
as suggested by the Insurance Acts Committee aud approved by 
the Ministry of Health. ? 

Triplicate Prescription Forms.—The Panel Committee having 
previously adopted a resolution in favour of a triplicate prescrip- 
tion book, largely to meet the convenience of the pharmacists, the 
clerk to the London Insurance Commitiee now wrote asking if 
practitioners would be prepared to be placed under an obligation 
to write prescriptions in triplicate. The Panel Committee agreed 
that the question of obligation did not arise in this matter. After 
some further discussion as to the merits of trinticate books, certain 
members were appoiuted to take part in a deputation to the London 
Insurance Committee on the subject. ; 

Complaints against Practitioners after Lxpiry of Time Limit.—The 
Committee, having had presented to it a case in which the Medical 
Services Subcommittee of the London Insurance Committee had 
heard a complaint which was lodged three months after the 
incident complained of, instead of not more than six weeks as 
required by the regulations, decided that the facts should be sent 
to the Ministry of Health, together with a protest against this pro- 
cedure. It was agreed also to urge that provision should be made 
in the regulations whereby a term might be placed upon the period 


during which an Insurance Committee should notify practitioners 
complained against of the receipt of such complaints. In the Cise 
referred to the Subcommittee came to a decision to hear the case 
before notifying tie practitioner of the receipt of the complain. 
On a rider by Dr. BRACKENBURY it was agreed to send this latier 
resolution to the Insurance Acts Committee in order that any 
action might be taken central y. 

Voluntary Defence und.—The Committee agreed that deductions 
should be made in April next of one-fourth of a penny in respegt 
of authorizations dated previous to January lst, and of one-eighth 
of a penny in respect of authorizations dated during the first 
quarter of the year, the moneys so deducted to be paid, accordin 
to the desire of the practitioner, either to the National Insurance 
Defence Fund of the Insurance Acts Committee or the Pane} 
Practitioners’ Protection Fund of the Medical Practitioners 
Union. On a proposition that a sum of ten guineas a quarter be 
deducted and paid to the accountant of the London Insurance 
Committee for the cost of making the quarterly deductions 


Dr. BRACKENBURY moved that the amount be reduced by one-half, ~ 


He said that in other large insurance areas no p1yment was made 
to the Insurance Committee’s accountant, and where it wag 
deemed politic t> pay the clerk some little honorarium it was of 
trifling amount. Hew.thdrew his amendment, however, on bein 
informed that negotiations had taken place whereby the Pan 
Committee had a'ready substantially reduced the original sum 
(£120 a year) asked for on behalf of the Insurance Committee. 

On the motion to appoint Dr. Porter Smith the representative 
of the Committee on the National Health Insurance Section of the 
Medical Practitioners’ Union, Dr. COWIE asked what was the 
object and constitution of this section. Dr. CARDALE said that 
although he was its chairman he was not at present in a position 
to give much information about it, though there was no desire to 
withhold information. ‘Yhe objects of the section were comparable 
with those of the Insurance Acts Committee of the British Medical 
Association, and it had been decided to ask all Panel Committees 
to appoint one representative to the section, which would elect its 
own executive and draft its own by-laws. Dr. COWIE expressed 
himself dissatisfied at the barrenness of the information afforded; 
but the motion appointing Dr. Porter Smith the Committee’s . 
representative was agreed to. 

A motion was also passed declaring the Panel Committee to be 
of opinion that it was the individual duty of each member to take 
steps to ensure the success of the Voluntary Defence lund of tlie 
Committee ; the CHAIRMAN said that London had not shown up 
very well in the matter of subscribing for defence. In the past it 
had been the excuse that some of them did not agree with the 
principles on which the Defence Fund was worked, but that 
excuse no longer applied now that each practitioner had an 
opportunity of subscribing to either of twofunds. To a member 
who said that the deduction was a large oue in view of the steadily 
declining remuneration, the Chairman replied that any artisan 
subscribing to his trade union would be ashamed of the paitriness 
of such a sum. : 

A motion by Dr. D. L. HAMILTON was agreed to, referring it to 
a subcommittee to take all necessary steps to bring about co- 
operation between the Insurance Acts Committee and the Medical 
Practitioners’ Union. 


Correspondence. 


The Capitation Vee in Rural Practice. 

§1r,—I wish to draw attention to a point to which I have 
seen no reference, and which I believe has an important 
bearing on this question. 

The capitation fee is 9s. 6d. for rural and urban insured 
persons, and although mileage is given for the rural person 
over two mii!cs from his doctor, this is not sufficient to make 
up for the extra time taken and expense incurred in attending 
rural as compared with urban persons, and no mileage is paid 
up to two miles. 

I think it is acknowledged that a panel practice of 2,000 in 
a large urban district calls for no greater expenditure of time 
and energy than one of 1,000 in aruralarea. ‘The expense 
incurred is much less in the case of the town practice, for 
even one car would not be absolutely necessary, as there are 
trams, and as the distances are short and the patients close 
together a great deal of the work could be done on a bicycle 
or on foot. When the work is heavy or the weather bada 
car can be hired at a moment’s notice. 

In the case of the numerically smaller rural practice one cart 
is essential, and as the doctor is isolated and cannot hire acar 
in case of need, a second car or a motor bicycle is often neccs- 
sary. Moreover, it has to be remembered that living expeuses 
are greater in the country. Educationis the heaviest expense 
a professional man has to bear, and a doctor living in the 
country must send his children to boarding schools from the 
time that they are old enough to go to a preparatory school 
until their education is finished, whereas in the large centres 
there are usually fairly adequate educational facilities, and 


in some even universities, so that.a boy or girl may net have 


to leave home until the training for a profession is finisied. 
I trouble you with this letter just now because the question 
of a capitation fee is once more being discussed, and because 
I feel sure that it is not possible to arrive at a just decision 
unless the foregoing pointsare taken into serious consideration. 
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A fee which is right and proper for large urban areas will 
be quite insufficient for rural areas, and one which is satis- 
factory for the rural will be too large for urban areas. 

I sincerely hope that urban panel practitioners will consider 
this matter carefully and sympathetically. I am pleading 
the cause of the purely rural practices more especially, and 
am mainly thinking of the doctor who lives in a village with 
a population of, say, 1,000, and who travels an average of 
thirty to forty miles every day. Those living in small towns 
are not so greatly concerned, for their panel practice is mixed. 
For example, in this town, with a population of 5,000, the pro- 
portion is about two-thirds urban to one-third rural patients. 
—I am, etec., 


Sherborne, Dorset, Jan. 20th. T. MAcCARTHY. 


g1r,—I think this record of work done in my panel practice 
for 1922 may be interesting. The controversy as to the 
fairness of the capitation fee continues from year to year. 
Any record, therefore, is of some value. I have a purely 
rural practice. I visit some fourteen or fifteen villages or 
hamlets. ‘‘wo are under a mile from my home; four are 
2to3miles away; five are 3 to 4 miles away; and four are 
4to6. I have 772 patients on my register. I regret that I 
cannot give the mileage. 
During 1922 the work done was: 
Consultations ... .» 1,390 or 1.6 per head. 
Visits ... sins eng 1,183 or 1.5 per head. 
Bottles of medicine 2,134 or 3.0 per head (approx... 
The proportion of visits per head varies with the distances 
from my one surgery : 


No. of Panel | 


Distance. Patients in No. of Visits. Proportion. 
Radius. 
Under 2mites ... 187 | 0.5 
2 to 3 miles | 213 324 | 15 
3to4miles .. 261 426 | 1.6 
4to6miles .. 108 323 | 3.2 


This table shows clearly how necessary a generous mileage 
payment is to us rural practitioners. It is natural that our 
patients when even only slightly indisposed cannot walk 
miles to the surgery; we have to go to them. Those who 
live nearer are able to come up for a consultation. 

The total sum I have received from the Insurance Com- 
mittees is £524, of which £77 was for medicine. 

Ishould like in conclusion to say that my relations with 
my panel patients are of the happiest. They are considerate 
of my time and trouble, and if I may believe them, and if 
I judge rightly by their friendly attitude, they are quite 
satisfied with the services they get. My relations with the 
local representatives of the friendly societies are also quite 
amicable, and we work together without a suspicion of friction 
or unpleasantness. Their behaviour is a pleasant contrast to 
the rancour expressed by so many of the delegates to the 
Conference of Friendly Societies.—I am, etc., 


January 22nd. RUSTICUS. 


Naval and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
ScnGron LIEUTENANT G, AUBREY has been promoted to be Surgeon 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 

Lieut.-Colone: A. W. N, Bowen, C.B.E., D.S.O., retires on retired pay, 
and is granted the rank of Co'one!. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. G. F. Stallard retires on retired pay. 

Lieut.-Colone! H. P. W. Barrow. C.M.G., D.S.O., O.B.E., to be acting 
Colonel fiom May 17th to September 15th, 1919. 

The following Maj rs to be acting Lieutenaut-Colonels: Brevet Lieut.- 
Colonel G. W. G. Hughes, from April 4th, 1921, to July 24th, 1922, J. D. 
Richmond, D.S.O., O.B.E., from July 1st to 17th, 1919. 

Major R. G. H. Tate relinquishes the temporary rank of Lieutenant- 
— ceasing to be employed as Assistant Director of Pathology and 

The following Captains to be actirg Lieutenant-Colonels: 7. E. Foley, 


from May-7th to Jane 15th, 1919; J. G. Gill, 1.S.0., O.B.E., M.G., from 


May 8tb, 1919, to January 25th, 1920; G. A. Blake, from May llth to 
September 9th, 1919; A. G. Biggam, from May 25th to September 14th, 
1919; O. W. J. Wynne, from June Ist to September Ist, 1919; S. P. Sykes, 
from June 17th, 1919, to April 2lst, 1920; W. Bisset, M.C., from June 29th 
to Septem: ber 9th, 1919. 

The following Captains to be temporary Majors: S. G. Walker, from 
March 8:h to June ‘27th, 1918; A. Hood, from October Ist, 1918, to 
Maich 2’nd, 1921; H. 8. Blackmore, 0.B.E., from October 8tn, 1918, to 
February 3rd, 1921; J. S. Levack, from October 25th, 1918, to October 12th, 
1919; H. H. Mulholland, from February 13th to May llth, 1919; E. C. 
Beddows, M.C., from May 6th, 1919, to September 20th, 19 0; D. G. Cheyne, 
M.C., from May 14th to November 7th, 1919; R. B. Myles, from May 17th 
to September 15th, 1919. 

The following temporary Captains to be acting Lieutenant-Colonels: 
W. F. O'Regan, from May 7th to June 2nd, 1919; G. R. D. McGeagh, from 


May 12th to 25th, 1919; G. T. Loughborough, f ‘ 
October 9th, 1919. 4 - 
e following temporary Captains to be temporary Majors: J. Cairns, 
from August 20th, 19:8, to January 28th, 1919; A. N. Drury, from 
December 2ist, 1918, to February 12th, 1919. 
The tollowing Captains to be acting Msjors: F. R. Fletcher, from 
June 2nd to November 1st, 1919; C. M. Finny, from July 2nd to October 
a E. Phillips, D.S8.O., M.C., from August 13th to November 4tb, 


c Gootein C. Popham relinquishes the acting rank of Lieutenant- 
ne!, 

Temporary Captain G. Stiell, M.C., relinquishes the acting rank of 
Major, February 22nd, 1919. 

Temporary Captain R. W. Murphy to be acting Major, from June 5th to 
October 29th, 1919, 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
Royan Anmy MEpicaL Corps. 

The following officers relinquish thei* commissions and retain their 
rank except where otherwise stated: Majors F. R. M. Heggs, D. G. Ha'l, 
Captain (Brevet Major) R. C. Elmslie, O.B.E., and is granted the rank of 
Major. Captains R. Hargreaves, 8. A. 8. Malkin, R. 8. Weir, J. F. Gaskell, 
E. C. Crichton, R. ©. Canney, A. S. Daly, F. J. Nattrass, R. E. Apperly, 
J. E. Adams, I. G. Bluck, 8. Hastings, H. B. Weir. Sanitary Companies: 
Captain P. A, Galpin. 

Captain G. N. Anderson, from Sanitary Companies, to be Captain, with 
precedence as from October !)5th, 1915. 

Captain F. W. Martin (late R.A.M.C.) to be Lieutenant, with precedence 
as from October 25th, 1915, and relinquishes the rank of Captain. 

Captain H. M. Pentreath, M.C., having attained the age limit, is retired, 
and retains the rank of Captain. . 

General Ho:pital:.—The following officers have attained the age | mit, 
are retired, and retain their rank exce:t wl ere otherwise stated: Lieut.- 
Coonels Sir J. K. Fowier, K.C.V.O., C.M.G. (Brevet Colonel), H. P. 
Hawkins, C.B.E. (Brevet Colonel) 8. P. Phillips, N. Dalton. Majors: 
(Brevet Lieut.-Colonel) sir F. W. Mott, K B.E., (Brevet Lient.-Colone!) 
A. P. Luff, C.BR.E., Sir John Bland-Sutton (and is granted the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel', W. A. ‘Turner, C.B. (and is granted the rank of 
Colonel), W. G. Spencer, 0.1.E., W. Kk. Wynter, J. E. Lane, A. F. 
Voelcker. Cuptains: (Brevet Major) C. R. Box, V. W. Low, C.B. (and 
is. granted the rank of Colonel), W. Turner (and is granted the rank of 
Major), E. M. Corner (and is granted the rank of Major), Sir J. F. H. 
Broadbent, Bt., G. J. Jenkins, O.B.E., H. Low, J..8. Fairbairn, J. H. 
Fisher, J. P. Hezley, Z. Mennell, A. E. Russe'l, F.J. Poyntén, J. Murray, 
H. Kellock, H. B. Shaw, H. Johnson, H. 8S. Cloge. F. W. 
Tunnicliffe, W. d’E. Emery, D. H. de Souza, R. Knox, R. C. Thomson, 
W. B. L. Trotter, A. Kingsford, R. R. Cruise, C V.O., W. Harris, A. 
Latham, C. Gibbs, A. H. Evans, O.B.E, J. 8. Collier. The followiug 
cfficers relinquish their commissions: Captain RK. V. S'attery, and is 
granted the rank of Major; Captain G. KEK. O. Williams, and retains the 
1a_kof Captain. 


VACANCIES. 


AYLESBURY, RoyaL Bucks HosPiTaL.—Resident Medical Officer. Salary, 
£150 per annum. 

BoLInGBROKE Wandsworth Common, 8.W.—Resident Medical 
Officer (male). Salary, £20) per annum. 

Bristot Royau Ophthalmic Registrar, honorary. 
(2) Two House-Physicians. (3) Four flouse-Surgeons. (4) Casualty 
and Ophthalmic Surgeon. (5) Obstetric House-Surgeon. (6) Ear, Nose, 
and Throat House-Surgeon. (7) Dental House-Surgeop. Sa'ary (2) to(7), 
£120 per annum each. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSiTY.—University Lecturer in Psychopathology. 
Stipend, £175 from Co:nmon University Fuud ani a payment by 
Medical Grant Committee. 

Croypon County BorouGH.—Medical Officer of Health. Salary, £1,300 
per annum. 

DERBYSHIRE EDUCATION Chanm7rrEe.—Assistant School Medical Officer 
(lady). Salary, £60) per annum, rising to £70). 

DERBYSHIRE HOsPITAL For Sick CHILDREN.—Resident Medical Officer 
(Cady). Salary at the rate of £150 per annum. 

DumrrRies: CRICHTON ROyAL MENTAL Pathologist 
(male). Salary, £409 per annum, rising to £70. 

EpINBURGH HosPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN,—(1) Senicr House- 
Surgeon, (2) Junior House-Surgeons; females. Sa'ary at the rate of 
£60 and £40 per annum re:pectively. 

EDINBURGH : RoyAL EpIN#URGH Hospital FoR CHILDREN.—Four 
Honorary Resident Medical Officers. 

Finspuxny Dispensary, Brewer Street, E.C.—Pbysician. Honorarium, 
£50. 


GRAVESEND HospitTau.—House-Surgeon. Salary, £20) per annum. 

GUILDFORD: RoyAL SURREY CounTY (male). 
Salary, £150 per annum. 

Ipswich: East SUFFOLK AND Ipswica Hospitar. — House-Surgeon 
(male). Salary, £125 per annum. 

LiIvERPOOL: RoyaL SouTHERN Resident Casualty Officer; 
(2) Two House-Pbysicians; (3) Three House-Surgeons. Salary for (1) 
£150 per annum and for (2) and (3) £100 per annum. 

Lonpon County Couscin.— Seventh Assistant Medical Officer for 
Mental Hospital service. Sa'ary £300 per annum, rising to £4(€0, and 
fluctuating bonus at present amounting to £149 a year. 

Lonpon HomoropaTHic HospitTaL, Great Ormond Street, W.C.—Anaes- 
thetist. Hoxnorarium, £50 a year. 

Lonpon Lock HospiTau.—Surgical Registrar. 

MANCHESTER: MONSALL FrvVER Hospirau.— Medical Superintendent. 
Salary, £750 per annum. 

MANSFIELD AND District Hosprtau.—Assistant House-Surgeon (male), 
Salary, £150 per annum. 

MIDDLESEX HospiTau, W.1.—(1) Surgeon, (2) Assistant Surgeon. 

MIDLOTHIAN AND PEEBLES BOARD OF CONTROL FOR ROSSLYNLEE 
AsyLum, Rosslyn Castle.—Assistant Medical Officer. Salary, £520 per 
annum. 

RocnDALE INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY.—Junior House-Surgeon (inale). 
Salary, £200 per annum. 

ROTHERHAM HospPiItaAL.—Junior House-Surgeon (male). Salary, £150. 

RovaL EyE Hosprtrat, St. George’s Circus, §,E.—(1) Honorary Assistant 
Surgeon. (2) Clinical Assistants. 

SHEFFIELD: SOUTH YORKSHIRE ASYLUM.—Medical Officer (male). Salary, 
£400 per annum, rising to £500. , : 
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- . 
University oF Lonpon.—External Examiners: (1) In Anatomy and Soutu-Wrst x ST- 
Pbysiology in Examinations other thau medical. (2) In Anatomy (two) pital, Road, ar Hos. - 
acteriology, Forensic Medicine and Hygiene (two), Pathology, Neuro- West Hospitat FoR Nervous Diseases, Welbeck 
loey: (yesh. and State Medicice for Higher Uxaminations for Medical Clinical Demonstrations :—Tues.,5 p.m., Dr. 
University Chair of Anatomy, tenable at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Done Geo Dr. Macnamara: Epilepsy; Fri., 1.30 p.m., Sir J,’ 
Salary, £1,000 a year =. un ee Labyrinthian Tests. } 
VicToR!A HosPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Tite Street, ¢.W.3.—Honorary 4 ‘of Anal -—Mon,, ay 
Physician or Surgeon for Diseases of the Skin. ‘Tues., 4 p.m., Mr. Addison : Diagnosis and 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE Salary, £150 per Hip. Wed., 4 p.m., Dr. Reece: {mall-pox and Vaccin ition. Thuree 
annum. | 12 noon, Mr. Simmonds: Demonstration of Fractures. Fri.,12 noon’ = 
Worcester County AND City MENTAL Hospitat, Powick.—Junior Dr. Fiett: Radiology. Sat.,10 a.m., Dr. Sauniers: Medical Di 
} Assistant Medical Officer. Salary, £300 per annum. — nail of Children. Daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat., 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: In- and - 
‘ MepicaL REFEREE.—Ophthalmic Specialist Medical Referee for County Out-patients, Operations, Special Departments. 
e, by February 17th. 
€uRTIFYING FAcToRY URGKON.—The following vacant appointment is British Medical Association. 
OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON, W.0.9, 
This list of vacancies. is ¢ . from our advertisement columns, 
i {| where full particulars will be found, Yo ensure notice in this Reference and Lending Library. o qT 
‘column advertisements must be received not later than the first post THE READING Room, in which books of reference, periodicalg,* — E 
on Tuesday morning. and standard works can be consulted, is open to memberg- 
| from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2. ! C1 
| APPOINTMEN'TS LIBRARY : entitled to borrow books, Al 
i neluding current medical works; they will be forwarded 
PaRKER, H. G., F.R.C.S., Medical Referee un w A 
pensation 1808, Counts Court Nos. to his if desired, on application to. the Librarian, accompanied by. Ww 
| being employed in ophthalmic cases. 1s. for each volume for postage and packing. ; 
EpinpurGH Royau INFIRMARY.—Dr. J. V. Paterson, Ophthalmic Sur- Departments. 
i geon, Dr. H. M. Traquair, Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon, and Dr. Jobn SUBSCRIPTIONS and ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Businesg si 

D. Comrie, Assistant Physician, have been reappointel for further Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand, London). DI 

periods of five years each respectively. ; MEDICAL SrecRETARY (Telegrams: Medisecra, Westrand, London), 

MaNCHESTER RoyaL IN+1rMARY.—Assistant Medical © fiicer: Miss Sylvia Epitor, British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology, Westrand, 

M. Hickson, M.B., Ch.B.Manech. Assistant. Medical Officer, Central London). : MI 

Branch: Miss Mary W. Atkinson, M.B., Ch.B.Mavch. Anaesthetist, Telephone number for all Departments : Gerrard 2630 (3 lines). é' AS 

Central Branch: Miss Annie Rott well, M.B., Ch.B.Manch. Clinical . 

Assistant to Dermatologist: E. T. Burke, D.S.O., M.B., Ch.B.Glasg. Scortish MEpicaL Secretary : 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. (Tele. AS 

CertiryInc Factory Surctoxs —F. Heber, M.B.. B.S., for the Uleeby 18H MirDICAL SECRETARY : 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele = 
District, co. Lincoln; Samuel Littlewood, M.B., B.S.Durh., for the grams: Bacillus, Dublin. el.: 4737 Dublin.) 
Manfield District, co. Nottingham. Diary cf the Association. 
r risto vision: Weston-super-Mare Hospital,8 p.m. Add 
| DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. by Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy Medica! Secretary, on impeaie 
ify Royat Society oF MEDICINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W.— Section of ing Changes in National Hea'th Insurance. 
| rupical Diseases and Parasitology: Mon., 8.30 p.m., Dr. Arthur 3 Sat. Bristol Division: Royal Hotel, Bristol, 3 p.m., Address by 
| Powell: Yaws—(a) History of its Introduction into Ivdia, (b) Observa- Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy Medical Secretary. 
! tions on the Primary Lesion in 205 Cases. Section of Orthcpaedics: 6 Tues. Kingston-on-Thames Division: Surbiton Hospital, 8.45 p.m., 
' Tues., 5 p.m., Cases. Section of Pathology: At Lister Institute, Tues., Address by Sir William Willcox on Food Poisoning and its 
| 8.30 p.m., Dr. E. H. Lepper: Studies on the Twort-d’Herelle pheno- Re‘ation to Intestinal Dyspepsia. 
menon; Dr. Z. Khaled: Para-enteric Infections in Egypt; Dr. S. P. Coventry Division: Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, 

Bedson: Further Studies on Platelets; Dr. J. AJ Arkwright: Demon- 8.70 p.m. 

stration of Various ‘‘Species'’ of Rickettsia. Section of Surgery: | 7 Wed. London: Hospitals Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m. T 
H Wed., 5.30 p.m., Mr. G. Grey. Turner: Adenoma, weighing 2 Ib. 2 oz., Bradford Division : Great Northern Victoria Hotel, 8.30 p.m. i 
i successfully removed from liver, with remarks on partial hepat- 8 Thurs. Gateshead Division: Address by Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy of | 
i ectomy; Mr. Garnett Wright: Partial Resection of Right Lobe of Liver Medical Secretary,on the Position of the National Health the 
] for Primary Carcinoma. Section of Neurology: Thurs., 8.20 p.m., Insurance System at the end of 1923. 

Dr. E. D,. Adrian: Disorders of Function in the Neurone.  Clinécal Kensington Division: Kensington Palace Mansions Hotel, pla 
iB Section: Fri.. 5 p.m., Cases. Section of Ophthalmology: Fri.,5 p.m., . » .-.De Vere Gardens, 8.45 p.in. Jar 
: Clinical Meeting at Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital (Moorfields), Westminster and Holborn Division: Criterion Restaurant,. 

City Road, E.C.1. Mr. Leslie Paton will show a case of Herpes Oph- Paper by Sir John Thomson-Walker, 8.30 p.n. Dinner 7.30p.m. of 

thalmicus with Optie Atrophy. Other cases will be shown by, among 9 Fi. Bishop Auckland Division: Wear Valley Hotel, Bishop Auck- to 

4 others, Mr. F. Julér and Miss Rosa Ford. land, Address by Dr. G. C. Anderson, Depaty Medical foll 
Society or Lonpon, 11, Chandos Street, W.1.—Mon., 8.30 p.m., Secretary, 3.30 p.m. 

Discussion on Psycho-Tberapeutics, to be opened by Dr. E. Farquhar - » Darlington Divisi n: Greenbank Hospital.—loint mee'ing rep! 

Buzzird, followed by Dr. William Brown, Dr. M. B. Wright; Dr. S.A. K. with North of Eng!and Branch of the Veterinary Association; met 

Wilson, Dr. David Forsyth, Dr. T. A. Ross, Dr. P. F. Barton, and others. Hull by Professor W. 

i ixon, M.D., F_R.S., on the Drug Habi 
| d POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES.. South Essex Division: Victoria Hospital, Sou!hend-on-Sea, : 
| FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W.—Wed., 8.30 p.m., Address by Dr. J. D. Hessey: The Therapeutic Effect of 4 

Mr. J. P. Loekhart-Mummery: Diverticulitis (illustrated). ; Colour on the Treatment of Disease, 8.15 p m. - 
Guascow Post-GRADUATE MEDICAL AssocIATION.—At Royal Hospital |. Stockton Division: Addres3i by Dr. G. C. Anderson, Deputy 
i * for Sick Children, Tués., 4.15 p.m., Dr. Findlay: The Mother and Medical Secretary, 8.20 p.m. ‘7 
the Newborn Infant. At Royal Maternity and Women’s Hospital, 14 Wed. Tondon: Counci)!, 10 a.m. “a 
H Wed., 4.15 p.m., Dr. J. H. Martin: Obstetrical Cases. At Kye Infirmary, Eas‘ Herts Division: North Herts and South Beds Hosp tal, d 

Fri., 4 p.m., Medical Ophthalmology by Members of the Staff. At Hitchin. Mr W. H. Clayton-Greene, C.B.E.: Empyema— - 

Hawkhead Asylum, Fri., 4 p.m., Clinical Psychiatry. At Western Causes, Treatment, and Result. ; f +) 
i ; Infirmary, Sat., 9.30 a.m.: Nervous Diseases, with Special Reference 21 Wed. Willesde: Divisicn: Edinburgh House Club, Shoot-up Hill, Xd 
to Syphilis. Cricklewood, N.W., 9 p.m. 
HospiraL FOR SICK CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—Thurs., | 22 Thurs. Sunderland Division : Annus] Dinner. 
: 4 p.m., Dr. Nabarro: Value of the Investigation of the Cerebrospinal | 25 Fri. Edinburgh branch: Winter Clinical Meeting, Royal Infirmary, Y 
Fluid. Edinburgh. Musenm open 10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Clinical: 8 
MANCHESTER: ANcoATSs HospiTaL.—Thurs., 4.30 p.m., Mr. E. E, Hughes: Meeting, p.m.; Dinner, Caledonian Station Hotel, 6.50 p.m. 
Diagnosis of Swellings of Testis. 
_MANcaESTER BaBtIeEs’ Hospira, Slade Lane, Levenshulme.—Sat.,4 p.m., 

Catherine Chisholm : Management of Breast-Feeding. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND 
if MANCHESTER Royau INFiRMARY.—Tucs.. 4.15 p.m.. Sir William Milligan: The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and . 
a Symptomatology of Brain Absecss. Fri., 4.15 p.m., Mr. John Morley: Deatis is 98., which sum should be forwarded with th? notice U 
Applied Anatomy of the Gastro-intestinal Tract. not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order ta x 
MANCHESTER: St. MARyY’s Hospitats, Whitworth Street West Branch.— ensure insertion in the current issue. 
: Fri., 4.30 p.m., Dr. Dougal: Haemorrhage in Association with Preg- BIRTHS ) yy 
HOSPITAT, FORTHE PARALYSED AND EPILEPTIC, Queen Square, GARRop.—On January at a nursing home, to Marjorie Garrod - 
i Or then. Tues., Thurs., and Fri., 2 p.m., Out-patient Clinics. ‘on. (née Pierce), wife of Lawrence P. Garrod, of 65, Queen’s Gardens, W.2, Th 
i 12 noon, Dr. J. G. Gicentield: Neuro-pathology—Paths of Infection a daughter. nomi 
Bt in the Nervous System; 3.30 p.m., Dr. A. Turner: Clinical Lecture. Jouns.—-At Ramleb, Nairn. Scotland, on January 25th, the wife of - Conf 
: Tues., 3.20 p.m., Mr. Jast: Cerebral Complications of Diseases of the W. Wilton Johns, M.D., of a son. . and | 
Kar. Thurs., 3.30 p.m., Dr: G. Stewart: Painful Affections of the RoBeERtTs.—At Taggscroft, Beresford Road, Rose Bay, Sydney, N.S.W., to be 
: Upper Limb. Fri., 7.30 p.m.. Dr. Collier: Polyneuritis. Operations : the wife of Surgeon Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Roberts, R.N., a son. ere, 
, ‘Tues. and Fri., 9.20 a.m. . SrupBs.—On January 23rd, 1923, the wife of C. M. Stubbs, M.B., Cb.B, 
RoyAL CoLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.— The Wyche, Hall Green, Birmingbam, of twia daughters. 
; Mon., 5 p.m., Professor H. E. Griffiths: Relation of Diseases of the : 

Gall Bladder to the Secretory Function of the Stomach and Pancreas. DEATHS. Th 
d Wel., 5 p.m., Professcr G. Keynes: Chronic Mastitis. Fri., 5 p.m., Cox.—On January 17th, suddenly, at Largo House, Largo, Fife, the resi- , welec 
Professor L. B. Rawling: Remote Effects of Gunshot Wounds ot the dence of his brother, Joshua J. Cox, M.D., O.B.E. (Mil.), of Southcro!t, 

i Head. Buxton, aged 68 years. Interment at Burbage Church, Burbage, Buxton, Th 
RoyaL oF Pustic Heats 37, Russell Square, W.C.— Saturday, January 20th, at 2.20 p.m. said) 
Wed., 4 p.m.; Dr. J. Watt: Principles and Practice of Sanatorium Rowrxy.—On January 15th, 1923, at Havenhurst, Barnsley, York-hire, fel 
‘ Treatment. Ls Oswald Francis Rowley, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., aged 56. elt { 
, Sr. Joun’s HospiraL FoR DiskasEs OF THE ‘SKIN. Leicester Square, SLADE.—On January 15th, 1923, at Benvista, Antrim Road, Belfast, Ruth | suspi 
i W.C.—Thurs., 5 p.m., Chesterfield Lecture by Dr. J. L. Bunch: Unusual Mary Slade, M.B., B.Ch., widow of the Rev. E. H. Hobart Slade, M.A., — of O} 
Forms of Skin Diseases. B.D., Government Chaplain, Punjaub, and daughter of Major Craig. 
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